
Judge Cheat Sheet for Elementary Debate Events
Directions: 1. Go to live.speechwire.com  2. Click ballot & enter phone number, select YES.  3. When in room, press “Start Round” in Speechwire. 4. Take Attendance to make sure correct competitors are in the room. 5. Take notes on paper/word doc while competitors perform.  6. For PF only select winner/loser (Aff/Neg) & points 25-30 (no low point wins). SAVE. 7. Enter comments AFTER you have submitted ranks and points. *Ballots are open all night to add more comments. 8. Leave trash can in door.
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Directions: 1. Go to live.speechwire.com  2. Click ballot & enter phone number, select YES.  3. When in room, press “Start Round” in Speechwire. 4. Take Attendance to make sure correct competitors are in the room. 5. Take notes on paper/word doc while competitors perform.  6. Enter ranks (1-6) & points 90-100 (no ties) for speech or for PF only select winner/loser (Aff/Neg) & points 25-30 (no low point wins). SAVE. 7. Enter comments AFTER you have submitted ranks and points. *Ballots are open all night to add more comments. 8. Leave trash can in door.

	Declamation
(DEC)
Competitors memorize and deliver a portion or portions of a printed, published, & publicly delivered speech previously performed by someone else (commencement addresses, historical speeches, political speeches, celebrity speeches, etc.). 
· Intro: Include original author, title, theme or connection to competitor. SHOULD NOT INCLUDE competitor’s name or school
· Time: Maximum time 5 minutes (30 second grace period, more than 30 second grace period, cannot win first) Please note speaking time on the ballot.
· This is not an interpretation; this should mimic the original delivery and author’s intent 
	Duo Interpretation 
(DUO)
A team of two students memorize and perform a dramatic or humorous piece of published poetry or prose, portraying single or multiple characters. They cannot write it themselves, must be a published piece.
· Intro: Include original author, title, theme or connection to competitor. SHOULD NOT INCLUDE competitor’s name or school
· Time: Maximum time 5 minutes (30 second grace period, more than 30 second grace period, cannot win first) Please note speaking time on the ballot.
· Students may not touch or have eye contact except during introduction, no props, 15 seconds or less of singing is allowed.
· The storyline, transitions, differences in characters and timing should be clear.
	Interpretation 
(HI, DI)
Competitors memorize and perform a dramatic or humorous piece of published poetry or prose, portraying single or multiple characters. They cannot write it themselves, must be a published piece.
· Intro: Include original author, title, theme or connection to competitor. SHOULD NOT INCLUDE competitor’s name or school
· Time: Maximum time 5 minutes (30 second grace period, more than 30 second grace period, cannot win first) Please note speaking time on the ballot.
· The storyline, transitions, differences in characters and timing should be clear.
· Props are prohibited. 15 seconds or less of singing is allowed.

	Impromptu Speaking (IMP)
Competitors are given 7 minutes to prepare and speak on a given topic. Students may use the provided index card (they may not use their own or paper) during their speech but should not be reading directly from it.
· Intro: Should provide what the topic/quote/image is and set the framework for the speech. SHOULD NOT INCLUDE competitor’s name or school
· Time: Maximum time 7 minutes (30 second grace period, more than 30 second grace period, cannot win first) Please note planning and speaking time on the ballot.
· The speech should continue to focus on and refer to the quote or image they chose.
· Supports main claim with societal and personal experiences. 
· Organized with support and a framework that continues to relate to the topic/quote/image picked.
· Students speak one at a time. While they are waiting for their turn, they should not be on their phone and should be respectful to all other speakers.

	Original Oratory 
(OO)
Competitors write, memorize, and deliver a speech they have written themselves. This speech should include a problem, the cause and effects of the problem and a suggested solution.
· Intro: Should provide some sort of Attention Getter related to the overall topic and the thesis, which includes the problem and why it is important. SHOULD NOT INCLUDE competitor’s name or school
· Time: Maximum time 5 minutes (30 second grace period, more than 30 second grace period, cannot win first) Please note speaking time on the ballot.
· The problem should affect the majority of people and be relative to the competitor.
· Up to 150 quoted words (evidence and data) allowed, after that it should be cited paraphrasing. This is a speech written by the competitor, not a list of facts.
· The speech should have a problem, the causes/effects of the problem, why the problem matters to you and the competitor, and a call to action for the solution of the problem.
DO NOT DISCLOSE THE RANKS/POINTS OR WHO WON OR LOST THE ROUND!

	CONSIDERATIONS FOR ALL SPEECH EVENTS

· Competitors should perform with PVLEGS (Poise, Voice, Life, Eye contact, Gestures, Speed).  
· Performances should be engaging and show organization and flow. 
· Competitors should perform as close to the maximum time without going over. 
· All Speech events should have an introduction and SHOULD NOT include the competitor’s name or school. 
· All Speech events have a 30 second grace period. Please note the time on the ballot. 
· All speech events pieces should be memorized. Anyone reading their speech from notes should be ranked last.
· DO NOT DISCLOSE ANY RESULTS OR GIVE ANY FEEDBACK OTHER THAN ON THE BALLOT.
· Ranks are 1 being the highest and 6 the lowest. 
· Speaker points are 100 being the highest and 90 the lowest.
· There are no ties.

	Student Congress (CD)
Competitors in Student Congress become legislators charged with the task of fulfilling the responsibilities of the US Legislative Branch of the federal government. Students should prepare speeches for all legislation. 
Regulations:
· Student speeches are up to 3 minutes (PO will announce speech times)
· After each speaker, there will be a 1-minute questioning period
· Speeches should be on appropriate topic/side
Content:			
· Focused on topic	
· Organized		
· Factual accuracy	
· Good composition	
· Cited references and evidence
Delivery:
· Eye Contact
· Confidence
· Appropriate Tone
· Professional Tone
Scoring:
· Speech Scores: 6 (excellent) - 1 (poor). Competitors can tie speech scores. Score each speech separately. Some competitors may speak more than once.
· Questioning: competitors should be prepared to question others and respond to questioning during their speech. Questions do not earn points, but are considered when ranking.
· Rank Competitors: 1 (best) - 8 (look at how many speeches they made, how many points you gave for each speech, their decorum towards the chamber, participation, questioning, etc.)
· Make detailed and specific positive and constructive comments on each ballot
· Keep a record of which bills each competitor spoke on and who they questioned throughout the session.
DO NOT DISCLOSE THE RANKS/POINTS OR WHO WON OR LOST THE ROUND!

	Public Forum Debate (PF)
Students work on 2 person teams to support or oppose contentions of a resolve. Teams will be assigned Aff/Neg prior to the round, as indicated on the ballot. 
Regulations:
· The first argument, which is the constructive case, is pre-prepared and prewritten.
· The other three arguments (rebuttal, summary, and final focus) are written from the flow (notes) during the round. Those three arguments should be based on what points a team proved and link-chained to impact without being blocked. 
· PF is designed to be a live debate in which teams are trying to block and refute their 
[image: ]opponent's case while carrying through 
their own evidence-based claims. 
· Teams are allowed to bring printed 
evidence and articles to use with their 
arguments, and do not have to be 
memorized. 
· No live internet during rounds.
· Students advocate or reject a resolution in
a manner that is clear to the judge.
· Students offer reasoning and cited evidence
 to support their position.
· Students should be arguing the resolution, 
and their claims made, not their opponents. 
Content and Delivery:				
· Factually accurate		
· Organized			
· Focused on topic		
· Point of view supported		
· Research referenced and evidence cited
· Response and questions in cross-fire
· Confidence
· Speaking rate
Scoring:
· Teams are assigned win (W) or lose (L) with points ranging from 25 (lowest) to 30 (highest)
· Indicate the Reason for Decision (RFD in a few sentences)
· Make detailed & specific positive and constructive comments on each ballot
· Do NOT disclose the win or loss at the end of the round.
PF TOPIC: Sept-Dec. 2026
Resolved: The United States should eliminate the President’s authority to deploy military forces abroad without Congressional approval.
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